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Amendments To The Claims: 

Claim 1 . (Cmimtly Amended) A stent having a longitudinal axis comprising: 

a non- woven tubular element having a pluraKty of openings therein, the tubular 
element comprising a pltirality of interconnected members which form at least one continuous 
pathway which extends all the way around the longitudinal axis, the interconnected members 
having an outside surface facing outside the stent an inner surface facmg the longitudinal axis, 
and a side portion there betweea t he stent fiirther comprising at least one frangible restraining 
member which is made of a different material from that of the stent, the frangible member 
attached to only the side portion of the two interconnected members arid restraming at least two 
interconnected members from self-expansion, at least a portion of the stent constructed and 
arranged to self-expand upon breaking of the at least one frangible restraining member. 
Claim 2. (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the portion of the stent which is constructed 
and arranged to self-expand upon breaking of the fran^ble restraining member is made of a 
shape-menioiy material 

Claim 3 . (Original) The stent of claim 2 wherein the shape memory material is fioni the group 
consisting of Shape-memory metals and shape-memory plastics. 

Qaim 4. (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the entirety of the stent is constructed and 

arranged to self-expand upon breaking of the frangible restraining member. 

Claim 5. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 1 wherein the plurality of interconnected members and 

the at least one iaraagible restraining member are constructed from the same material. 

Claim 6. (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the at least one frangible restraitiing member 

is constructed frOm a different material than the interconnected members. 

Claim 7. (Origin^) The stent of claim 1 comprising a plurality of frangible restraining 

members, eath of which extends between at least two adjacent interconnected members. 

Claim 8, (Original) The stent of claim 7 wherein the frangible restraining member? are 

selected from at least one member of the group consisting of: frangible weJds, frangible glues, 

frangible solder, and any combination thereof 

Claim 9. (Original) Hie stent of claim 7 wherein the frangible restraining members are 
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distributed amforinly thrgughout the steDt 

Claim 10. (Original) The stent of clairo 7 wherein the frangible restraining members are 
distributed about ait least one end of the stent. 

Claim 1 1 . (Previously presented) The stent of claim 7 wherein the stent is capable of 
withstanding an outWard pressure of up to 2 atmospheres without breakage of the frangible 
resti^aining members, tiie pressures selected from the group consisting of: radial piressure, axial 
pressure^ and any combination thereof. 

Claim 12. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 7 wherein the stent is capable of 
withstanding an outward pressure of up to 5 atmospheres without breakage of the frangible 
restraining members, the pressures selected from the group consisting of: radial pressure, axial 
pressure, and any combination thereof. 

Claitti 13 . (Previously presented) The stent of claim 7 wherein the stent is capable of 
withstanding an outward pressure of up to 12 atmospheres without breakage of the frangible 
restraining membere, the pressures selected from the group consisting of: radial pressure, axial 
pressure, and any combination thereof. 

Claim 14, (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the frangible restraining members includes a 
(Circumferential extending component 

Claim 15. (Original) The stent of claim 1 wherein the frangible restraining member includes a 
curved portion- 
Claim 1 6. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 7 wherein the plurality of frangible restraining 
member are arranged to form one or more helical bands. 

Claim 1 7. (Withdrawn) A stent comprising a generally tubular body of non-woven 
elements and at least one frangible restiaining member disposed about at least a portion of the 
•tubular body, thse at least one frangible restraining member made of the same material as the 
tubular body, at least a portion of the stent capable of self-expanding upon breaking of the at least 
one frangible restraining member. 

Claim 18/ (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the generally tubular body and the at 
least one frangible restraining member are made of the same material. 

Claim 1 9. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 1 8 wherein the generally tubular body and the at 
least one fr£uigible restraining member are made of the same metals. 
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Claim 20. (Withdniwn) The st^t of claim 17 wherein the generally tubular body and the at 
least one frangible restraining member are made of different materials. 

Claim 2 1 . (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 1 7 wherein the generally tubular body and the at 
least one frangible restraining mcbaber are made of different metals. 

Claim 22. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the at least one frangible restraining 
member is helical wound about the tubular body. 

Claim 23 . (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 1 7 wherein the at least one frangible restraining 
member is in the form of a band disposed at least partially about the circumference of the tubular 
member. 

Qli^tm 24. (Withdravto) The stent of claim 1 7 comprisiiig a pi urahty of frangible restraining 
members. 

Claim 25. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the at least one frangible restraining 
member is iiiteiweaved through the tubular body. 

Qaim 26. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 1 7 where the entirety of the stent is capable of 
self-expanding upon breaking of the at least one frangible restraining member. 
Claim 27. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the stent is capable of withstanding 
radially and/or axi^y outwaird pressures of up to 2 atmospheres without breakage of the at least 
one frangible restraining member. 

Claim 28, (Wjihdiawn) The stent of claim 17 wherein the stent is capable of withstanding 
radially and/or axiaUy oUtwaid pressures of up to 5 atmospheres without breakage of the at least 
one frangible restraining member. 

Claim 29. (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 1 7 wherein the stent is capable of withstanding 
radially and/or axially outward priessures of up to 12 atmospheres without breakage of the at least 
one frangible restraining meanb^. 

Claim 30. (Currently Amended) = A stent having a longitudinal axis conqsrising a generally 
tubular body ha^g thteiconnected members which form at least one continuous pathway which 
extends around the longimdinal axis, the stent further comprising at least one frangible 
restiaimug member disfiosed y^tri p^^^ly between about at loaot a portion of the tubulorbody ond 
roctniining -at least two interconnected members and restra ininp; the interconnected member3_fr om 
self-expansion, at least ap6rtioii of the stent capable of self-expanding upon breaking of the 
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frangible restraining member, the fiangibte restraining member at least partially constructed from 
irletfll, plastic or a combinatioii liiireof. 

Claim 31 . (Withdrawn) The stent of claim 30 wherein the frangible reStraimng member is 
helical woimd about the tubular body. 

Claim 32. {Withdrawn) Thie stent ofclairo 30 wherein the frangible restraining member is 

in the form of a band disposed about the circmnference of the tubular m ember. 

Claim 33 . (Original) The stent of claim 30 comprising a plurality of frangible restraining 

members: 

Claim 34. (Original) The stent of claim 30 where the entirety of the stent is capable of self- 
expanding upcm breaking of the frangible restraining member. 

Claim.35. (Previously presented)" The stent of claim 30 wherein the stent is capable of 
witbstanding outward pressures of up to 2 atmospheres without breakage of the fiangible 
restraining member, the pressure selected from the group consisting of: radial pressiire, axial 
pressure, and any combination thereof 

Claim 36. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 30 wherein the stent is capable of 
withstanding outward pressures of up to 5 atmosph^s without breakage of the frangible 
restiraming member, the pressures selected from the group consisting of: radial pressure, axial 
pressure, and any bombiuation thereof. 

Claim 37. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 30 wherein the stent is capable of 
withstaAdtng outward pressures df up to 12 atmospheres without breakage of the fr^gible 
restrainirig member, the pressure's selected from the group consisting of: radial pressure, axial 

E 

pressure, and any combination thereof. 

Claiih 38' (Currently Amended) [ . A stent formed of a plurality of interconnected struts, the 

ihtercoimected sthits including aftieast one temporary^stFists strut and pexmanent struts, the 

■■■.*' Ik 
permanent struts having an inner' surface and an outer surface and f ully defining at least one 

opening in the stent, the at least ^ne temporary stmt restraining self-expansion of ^ least one 

peimaUent strut about the at Icasjtlonc opening, the at least one temporary strut but not the 

pennanent struts breaking upon the application of a predetermined outward- pressure to the stent, 

' St least a portion of the' stent constructed and arranged to self-expand upon breaking of the at 

least one temporary strut, no poikion of the temporary strut overlapping anv portion of the outer 

I 

[: ■ ' 
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surface of the penpanent' stmts being restrained t he pressures selected from the group consisting 
of: radial pressure, axial pressure, and any combination thereof. 

Claim 3 9. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 3 8 wherein the predetermined outwiard 
pressure is in excess of 2 atmospheres. 

Claim 40. (Previously presented) The stent of claim 3 S wherein the predetennined outward 
pressure is in excess of 12 atmospheres. 

Claim 4 1 ; (Origin'al) A method of delivering a stent to a desired bodily location compii sing the 
steps of: 

(a) providing a catheter with an expandable member and a stent as in claim 1 
disposed thereabout; 

(b) inserting the stent and catheter in a bodily vessel and delivering the stent to the 
desired bodily location; 

(c) eiKpanding the expandable member to break the at least one firangjble restraining 
methber; and thereafter 

(d) allovving the stent to self-expand. 

Claim 42. (Origmal) The method of claim 41 further comprising the step of: 

(e) seating the stent ihto the desired body location. 

Claim 43. (Withdrawn) A method of delivering a stent to a desired bodily locaCtion 
con4)rising the steps of: ! 

(a) providing a catheter with an expandable member and a stent as in' claim 1 7 
dispose thereabout; 

(b) inserting the stent and catheter in a bodily vessel and delivering the stent to the 
desired"bodily location; ; . 

(c) expandirig the elxpandable member to break the at least one tangible restraining 
member; and thereafter 

(d) allowing the stent to self-expand. 

Claim 44. (Original) A method- of delivering a stent to a desired bodily location comprising the 
Steps of:' I ; 

(a) providing a cathejter with an expandable member and a stent as in claim 30 

disposed thereabout; i 

i. 
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(b) inserting the steni and catheter in a bodily vessel and delivering the stent to the 
desired ■bodily locsition; j. • • 

(c) expanding the expiandable member to break the at least one frangible restraining 
member; and thereafter ] • 

(d) allowing the stenk to self-expand. 

dajTO 45. (Original) A method|bf deUveriiig a stent to a desired bodily location comprising the 
steps of: . j 

(a) providiilg a cath6t6r with an expandable member and a stent as in claim 38 
disposed thereabo at; • ' 

(b) inserting the sten^ and catheter in a bodily vessel and delivering the stent to the 
desired bodily location; | 

(c) expanding the expandable member to break the at least one frangible restraining 
miember; and thereafter | 

. i,' 

(d) allowing the sterrt to self-expand, 
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